SENATE BILL No. 203

Introduced by Senator Simitian

February 10, 2005

An act to amend Section 11325.9 of the Welfare and Institutions
Code, relating to public social services.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 203, as introduced, Simitian. Welfare—to—work.

Existing law provides for the California Work Opportunity and
Responsibility to Kids (CalWORKSs) program, under which each
county provides cash assistance and other benefits to qualified
low—income families. Each county is required to pay a share of the
cost of both aid grant and administrative costs for the CalWORKSs
program.

Existing law requires the State Department of Social Services to
develop 3—year pilot projects in Alameda County, San Bernardino
County, and Ventura County, at the option of each county, to create an
integrated and coordinated case management system for the delivery
of services to families receiving CalWORKSs benefits, through the use
of multidisciplinary service teams, as defined.

This bill would extend that requirement to apply to any additional
participating county.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 11325.9 of the Welfare and Institutions
Code is amended to read:

11325.9. (a) The department shall develop three-year pilot
projects in Alameda County, San Bernardino County,and
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Ventura County, and any additional participating county, at the
option of each county, to create an integrated and coordinated
case management system for delivery of services to CalWORKSs
families who face multiple barriers to employment. This pilot
program shall permit the exchange of information and records
between members of a multidisciplinary services team for the
purpose of coordinating services relevant to the prevention,
identification, and treatment of the family’s barriers to
employment. Information shared between members of the
multidisciplinary services team shall be maintained in a manner
to ensure maximum protection of the family’s privacy.
Information shall not be shared between the team or otherwise
disclosed, except as otherwise authorized by law, once an
individual and his or her family no longer receive CalWORKSs
benefits or services.

(b) For purposes of this section and Sections 11325.91 to
11325.96, inclusive:

(1) “Multidisciplinary service team” or “team’” means a team
of two or more persons trained and qualified to provide one or
more of the services listed in paragraph (2) who are assigned the
responsibility, within an integrated welfare system, for
identifying the educational, health, and social service needs of a
member of an assistance unit, and for developing a plan to
address those needs. Team members may include any of the
following:

(A) Representatives of public employment services agencies
under contract with the CalWORKSs program.

(B) Psychiatrists, psychologists, or other trained counseling
personnel involved in mental health treatment.

(C) Providers of substance abuse treatment.

(D) Medical personnel with sufficient training to provide
health services.

(E) Any public or private school teacher, administrative
officer, supervisor of child welfare and attendance, or certificated
public personnel employee.

(F) Representatives of a domestic violence shelter.

(G) Probation officers.

(H) Social workers with experience or training in child abuse
or abuse of elder or dependent adults.

(I) Representatives from public housing agencies.
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(J) Other team members may be added if necessary and if
approved by the client if the team member agrees to abide by the
confidentiality requirements in Section 11325.93.

(2) “Integrated welfare system” means programs established
by the state or by the pilot project county governments to provide
two or more of the following services to households in which
recipients of benefits under this chapter reside:

(A) Child welfare services.

(B) Employment services.

(C) Health care services.

(D) Mental health services.

(E) Substance abuse prevention and treatment.

(F) Child abuse prevention, identification, and treatment.

(G) Elder or dependent adult abuse prevention, identification,
and treatment.

(H) Public housing services.

(I) Domestic violence counseling services.

(J) Juvenile probation services. However, representatives of
juvenile probation may provide information to other team
members, but may not receive information, records, or copies of
records, from other team members.

(K) Educational services for children and adults.

(L) Nutrition services.

(M) Child care and development services.

(N) Learning disability evaluation.

(3) “Targeted population” means long-term welfare-dependent
families with multiple barriers to employment, including, but not
limited to, substance abuse, mental illness, child abuse and
neglect, and domestic violence.
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